
 

35th Annual PURC Conference 
The Real Climate Change: Planning and Investing Under Uncertainty 

 

Tuesday, February 5, 2008 

11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Registration 

 

PLENARY SESSION  
CENTURY BALLROOM  

1:30 p.m. Welcome 
Mark A. Jamison 
Director, PURC, University of Florida 
 
Remarks 
John Kraft 
Dean, Warrington College of Business Administration, University of Florida 

  

1:45 – 2:45 p.m. The Real Climate Change: Planning and Investing Under Uncertainty 

Speakers: Armando Olivera 
President, Florida Power & Light Company 
 
Harry Lightsey 
Senior VP, Southern Region Legislative & Regulatory Affairs, AT&T Services 

  

2:45 – 3:15 p.m. Q&A 

  

3:15 – 3:30 p.m. Refreshments Break 

 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
ENERGY 

3:30 – 5 p.m. Can Nuclear Technology Meet Climate Change Policy Challenges? 

Moderator: The Honorable Lisa Polak Edgar 
Commissioner, Florida Public Service Commission 

Speakers: Jerry Paul 
President & Managing Member, Capitol Energy LLC 
 
Nathan Hultman 
Asst. Professor, School of Public Policy, University of Maryland 

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS  

3:30 – 5 p.m. Cable-Telco-Wireless Competition: Where are We Going? 

Moderator: Lila Jaber 
Of Counsel, Akerman Senterfitt 

Speakers: Bill Taylor 
Senior VP, NERA Economic Consulting 
 
David Konuch 
Senior Counsel, Regulatory Law & Technology, Florida Cable 
Telecommunications Association 
 
Pete Sywenki 
Director, Government Affairs, Sprint Nextel 

 

5 – 7 p.m. RECEPTION 

 

 

 
 



35th Annual PURC Conference 
The Real Climate Change: Planning and Investing Under Uncertainty 

 

Wednesday, February 6, 2008 

8:30 a.m. Registration/continental breakfast 

 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS: ENERGY – BALLROOM B 

9 – 10:15 a.m. Natural Gas as a Climate Change Bridge Fuel: Storage, Reliability, and Supply Options 

Moderator: Paul Sotkiewicz, PURC Director of Energy Studies 

Speakers: Dave Sharp 
Principal, Floridian Natural Gas Storage Company LLC 
 

Mark Cook 
VP, Commercial Operations, Southern Pines Energy Center 

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS – BALLROOM C 

9 – 10:15 a.m. National Challenges in Universal Service: What Do They Mean for States? 

Moderator: Greg Shafer 
Public Utilities Supervisor, Market Analysis Section, Florida Public Service Commission 

Speakers: Bob Rowe 
Senior Partner, Balhoff, Rowe & Williams LLC 
 

Kathleen Grillo 
VP, Federal Regulatory Affairs, Verizon 
 

Sean Simpson 
Senior Counsel, AllTel Communications Inc. 

 

10:15 – 10:30 a.m. Refreshments Break 

 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS: ENERGY – BALLROOM B 

10:30 – 11:45 a.m. Experiences with Renewable Portfolio Standards: Costs and Implementation 

Moderator: Paul Sotkiewicz, PURC Director of Energy Studies 

Speaker: Shalini Vajjhala 
Fellow, Resources for the Future 
 

Jeff Deyette 
Energy Analyst, Clean Energy Program, Union of Concerned Scientists 

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS – BALLROOM C 

10:30 – 11:45 a.m. Does Florida Have a Universal Service Problem? 

Moderator: Bev DeMello 
Asst. Director, Office of Public Information, FPSC 

Speakers: John Felz 
Director, State Regulatory, Embarq 
 

Will Cox 
Attorney at Law, Abel Band, Chartered 
 

Ava L. Parker 
Attorney, Lawrence and Parker PA 

 

CONFERENCE LUNCHEON – CENTURY BALLROOM A 

11:45 a.m. Award Presentations 

 Gerald L. Gunter Award Distinguished Service Award 
PURC Distinguished Service Award 

12:15 p.m.  
 

Speaker: 

The State of the U.S. Electricity Market: Competitive, Regulated, or Merely Confused and 
Paralyzed? 
Ashley C. Brown 
Executive Director, Harvard Electricity Policy Group 

  

1:30 p.m. Adjourn 

 


