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UF’s Demski is ranked #1 in Accounting Literature

Gainesville, Fla. — A new working paper authored by Jean L. Heck of Saint Joseph’s University has named Joel
Demski, Frederick E. Fisher Eminent Scholar in Accounting, the most prolific author in the accounting literature
of the past half-century (1959-2008). Heck calls the authors identified in the study “truly remarkable.” Even
more remarkable: Demski was the number one author in two analyses, one of more than 600 published in five
leading accounting journals, and a second of a similar number of authors published in twenty-five core journals
examined.

The 626 authors named as “Most Frequent Appearing Authors in Five Leading Accounting Journals” have at
least five appearances, representing less than 15 percent (14.7) of all authors who have published in these
journals. Demski was credited with 27.5 appearances. Fourteen appearances launch authors into approximately
the top 2 percent, with 18 appearances required for approximately the top 1 percent.

In the study of the 620 authors named to the list of “Most Frequent Appearing Authors in 25 Core Accounting
Journals,” Desmki was credited with 32.66 appearances. Those who have at least 10 appearances represent
about 6 percent of all authors who have published in these journals. Authors with about 22 appearances rank in
the top 1 percent.

A comparison of “Five Leading Accounting Journals” rankings with “25 Core Accounting Journals” rankings
reveals that Demski, number one in both data sets, had 42 of his 52 articles appear in the top five journals.

Heck says these accounting scholars represent a small minority of thousands of authors during the half century
1959 to 2008, and that this examination provides hard data for the first time on research productivity in
accounting literature. The list of prolific authors also provides many in the field of accounting, he says, with
data to compare their own performance—that of the “mere mortals among us”—with these “overachievers.”
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The Warrington College of Business Administration is one of the world’s top-rated public business programs, recognized
for excellence by U.S.News & World Report, The Wall Street Journal, Financial Times, The Economist, and Fortune. As part of a
Research 1 institution, Warrington is dedicated to a substantial research agenda, in addition to its teaching mission, from the
undergraduate to the doctoral level. Warrington educates future business leaders using teamwork that provides
opportunities for development of leadership, interpersonal and total management skills; promoting mastery of business
functional areas; and fostering the habits and attitudes that constitute a solid research and work ethic.



