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Press release 

Business success with a wide range of synergic applications 

An international scientific conference in Budapest on  

emerging social, economic and regulatory issues in ICT  

The International Telecommunications Society (ITS) organizes its 22nd European regional annual conference 

(ITS2011), between 19 and 22 of September in Budapest. ITS focuses on the evolving applications, services, 

technology and infrastructure of the communications, computing, Internet, information content and related 

industries. The conferences place particular emphasis on the interrelationships among economic, socioeconomic, 

legal, regulatory, technological, policy, competitive, organizational and ethical dimensions of the issues. The 

ITS2011 Conference is co-hosted by the Hungarian Scientific Association for Infocommunications (HTE), with a 

scientific support of the Department of Telecommunications and Media Informatics of Budapest University of 

Technology and Economics (BME). The motto of ITS 2011 is “Innovative ICT Applications - Emerging Regulatory, 

Economic and Policy Issues”. Near to 200 participants from 35 countries attend the conference, where more than 

130 scientific papers are presented. The 2nd ITS PhD Seminar, the board meeting of the ITS and a COST workshop 

on the future of the ICT regulation are connected to the ITS 2011 Conference. The Conference was opened by the 

president of the ITS, Erik Bohlin, professor of Chalmers University of Technology, and the local host Gyula Sallai, 

professor of Budapest University of Technology and Economics, both of them emphasised the business 

significance of the integration of the area embraced by the ITS and the wide range of the synergic networked 

applications. Four key-note talks were delivered.   

Gábor Mátrai, Vice-President of the National Media and Infocommunications Authority presented the European 

tendencies on the ICT market, the emerging challenges, the concept of the Digital Agenda and its progress 

indicators. Then he described some characteristics and regulatory solutions of the Hungarian ICT market, at last 

he summarized the recent regulatory tasks related to the network neutrality Internet. 

Christopher Mattheisen, Magyar Telekom’s Chairman-Chief Executive Officer highlighted in his presentation: 

„Applications running in different-sized screens, new user interfaces and the cloud based services behind them 

are now decisive in shaping customer experience. Users more intensively and often in parallel use smart phone, 

laptop and tablet screens while the smart TV interface is more and more becoming part of the screen portfolio. 

Local players do have a place in the ecosystem of global platform providers: Magyar Telekom uses its best 

endeavours to cooperate with application providers and content producers – besides providing good quality 

network access – to establish a healthy, local service environment that satisfies all user requirements at the 

highest level.” 

Mark Jamison, professor, and director of the Public Utility Research Centre of the University of Florida compared 

telecommunications regulation in U.S. and EU. Telecommunications regulation in the U.S. grew out of 

contradictions between an interest in leveraging the benefits of monopoly and allowing individual initiative. In 

contrast European regulations grew out of an interest in harmonization across national boundaries in the context 

of disruptions caused by liberalization, technology change, and accession of new member states. These 

differences, as he stated, have resulted in policies that sometimes converge, sometimes collide, and sometimes 

proceed along independent paths between the two jurisdictions. 
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Joao Schwarz da Silva, a former director of the European Commission, the initiator of the EU events on „Future 

Internet Week” talked on the future opportunities of mobile Internet. A new era of flexible production, short 

production life time, adaptive strategies and globalization is leading to a massive change in managerial common 

sense, huge jumps in innovation, increased productivity and above all smart and dynamic environments and 

platforms. He said that now is the time to select the new engines of growth, and the mobile Internet is one of 

such vehicles of change and development. 

 

Budapest, 19 September 2011 

 

 

Further information: 

Web site of the Conference:  http://www.hte.hu/its2011  

Conference Secretariat:  Péter Nagy, managing director, HTE 
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